remains the same for any given two-phase composition. Before discussing the mechanical significance of the curves in Figure 1 , I emphasize that they are only quantitatively valid for quartz undergoing power law creep under greenschist facies conditions (300-400øC) at a constant bulk natural strain rate. This bulk strain rate is poorly constrained and ranges from about 10 -11 to 10 -13 s -1. These estimates are based on the extrapolation of experimental steady state creep laws to flow stresses (about 100 MPa) obtained from dynamically recrystallized grain size piezometry in pure quartz mylonites at the same locality as the quartz-feldspar mylonite used in this study [Handy, 1986] . For any volume proportion of quartz less than 1, high bulk strain rates tend to increase the stress concentration in the matrix, whereas low bulk strain rates decrease the stress concentration.
Despite these uncertainties in bulk strain rate and temperature, the asymmetrical shape of the curves in Figure 1 probably typifies the compositional dependence of stress concentration in any two-phase material containing a matrix that undergoes dislocation creep between clasts of a rigid phase. 
